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Dear Parents

| am pleased to present this options booklet for your attention. | trust
that it will help you and your child in choosing suitable courses for the
next two years.This is an exciting and important time of your child as
they move from year 9 to year 10.

It is a time of intense thinking and decision making. It is of course
important that you discuss your options fully with your child. It would also
be worthwhile for your child to discuss with the subject teachers before
reaching their final decision.

You will have the opportunity to discuss your child's current performance
at the Year 9 parents’ evening which is to be held face to face between
4:00 and 6:30 on Thursday, Ist of February and the options evening will be
held between 5:00 and 7:00 on Tuesday, March 5th, 2024. If you would like
to chat further, Mrs Gwenan Morgans,Head ofYear 9 will be ready to

Good luck with your decisions.
N AV PP

Dr Llinos Jones
Headteacher
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Options
For the 2023-2025 academic year all pupils will study the following compulsory

subjects to the levels recommended by their subject teachers:
» Welsh

« English

« Mathematics

« Double Science

« Welsh Baccalaureate

In addition, all pupils will select three option subjects, one from each of the
option blocks, which they will study throughout Years 10 and | 1. It is important
that pupils choose wisely in Year 9,as it may not be possible to make changes

once they enter Year 10.

Every pupil also follows non-examination courses in Physical Education, and

Personal and Social Education, which includes lessons on Health and Sex
Education, Careers and Work Experience. (Parents with a valid reason can make
a written request to the Headteacher, asking her permission to withdraw their

child from Sex Education lessons.)

In addition, in their subject and PSE lessons, pupils will be given the opportunity
to develop their thinking skills and their ability to work with others and improve

their own learning.




Welsh is the official language of the school for
both extra-curricular activities and for the vast majority
of lessons. The school is proud of its Welsh ethos and is
anxious to ensure that this is maintained for each new
cohort of pupils. It is compulsory for pupils to speak
Welsh around the school, during extra-curricular
activities and in those lessons taught through the medium
of Welsh. Parents are requested to aid the school by
encouraging their children to speak Welsh, to respect the
school’s Welsh ethos and to promote this on every
occasion.
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Why should | study this subjecti V7=
interested in a career in the agriculture and ’{0‘
then this would be 2 suitable .”f‘j
course for you. It provides you with the opportunity o
to develop initial skills as well as developingan i

understanding and knowledge of how to work safely
on a farm or country estate. This course is offeredin
partnership with Coleg Sir Gar and will be taught by
experts in the subject. The course is worth the
equivalent of two GCSEs. You do not need any prior

. knowledge before undertaking this course.
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Why should | study this subject!
If you are creative and enjoy making and looking gt art then it ‘ qu | be taughﬁ ina
could be for you. The marks for the course are split 60% 1 o
coursework and 40% examined. It's a good option therefore if ‘ pﬂ?‘ﬁﬁlﬂ“ﬁi’ set!
you don't like working under the usual exam conditions. All classes are of mixed ability in
Art is fun, but it also involves a lot of hard work, most people . biect and lessons are taught
find that their art coursework requires more time than they this subje hs of the indivi e
expected. You will need to work consistently on your to the strengths O
coursework throughout the year, if you tend to leave things to _ \
= the last minute then you could be in trouble.. ﬂS ‘f’h@ _
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Which examination tier will | sit?

Everyone will sit the same paper.

Where can | get more information?
The department’s Facebook page @yggbmcelf and WIEC
website has a gallery of images available to view for ideas

of exemplar material.
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Why should | study this subject?
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d make you aware of current
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Where can | get more information!

If you would like more information about the course you R |
can come and C.||SCUSS with the Head of Business Studies or ees
visit the following website:www.cbac.co.uk
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You will require self motivation and numeracy,
communicationand problem solving skills, as
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orderto succeed. You can use the
qualification as evidence fora university
applicationor a learning pathway to arange
of vocational qualifications in construction.
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Why should | study chis subject?
Digital Technology and ICT skills are essential in
everyday life, whether at home, school or in your own
time. |f you intend on spedialising in the fle\d. in
graphics, development, animation, games, web authoyw .ng,
communication, or problem solving then Digital
Technology has an increased role © play. The course
allows you t achieve favourable 2

digital skills that will best prepare you for future

emplo ment, in any sector. ;
- rhere . O : ® content
€re are eﬂu -
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There will bean option to create 2 game or 5 on-screen exgm; (40%)
an animation. Learners must organise and analyse U2: p; Mination, W '
data whilstbe able to make clear decisions and 4 ¢ Digital Py ¢i Ct%(e]g
predictions to plan, prepare and produce an our, non ces (40%)

-examinagi

effective solution. i Mmination assessment (N
(20%) MMunication jp, - .

U3: Comm. In the Digital World (20%) S e Digital Woyiq

Learners must develop digital assets for social dMination gsgec

media marketing of a provided brand or o EA

company.,researching the target demographic

and providing an offective strategy for digital P h'ﬁ@h mm'ﬁﬂa‘ﬁ@ﬁ tier
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There is only one ger in which everyone
will study the same worlk and sit the same
examinations.

Is there an
: an exam
There is one I.5-hou in this Subjlﬂﬁﬁ?

the qualification, Th,’sr €xamination, worth 40%
(<]

S
nit will be an on-scre .
en

Where can | get more information?

For more information, see Mr Christopher Lacey or visit the
W/JEC website and choose GCSE Digital Technology.




Wiy should | scudy ¢his subject!
You can study Drama as a GCSE option in year 10,and also as
an AS and A level option in the Drama and Theatre Studies

course. Through studying Drama, every individual has the 2 gei pp— g )
opportunity to enhance dramatic skills whilst creating, W ml“ H l@é tﬂu ghﬁd’ ina
performing and evaluating. It’sa valuable way to develop self- . —— . t
confidence and language skills. pwiﬂcu“w e ?

We believe in learning through enjoyment. You will be offered a Your classmates will be ot rT\lxed
feast of extra-curricular activities. You will have opportunities ability.Two classes (dependmg on
to performin musicals, plays, evenings of entertainment and to numbers) taught by Mrs Lowri
compete in the National Urdd Eisteddfod. Workshops and trips
to the theatre are arranged, as are visits from touring
companies, actors and specialists in the field.

Come and join the fun..

Davies.
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What is the content o s subjecty
I"“ -"l_- = — W] uW,,
of the courset in year | f'ave dy

UNIT ONE - Devised Theatre (40%)

other 3 ernal|
. . S
You will devise 2 practical performance based on a pas s theSeSSed by a rec g’gf:.arked and the
. . ., exam. ,Zed
titioner or genre. i ina exa
theme, linked with 2 prac g ere will po 1 tion boarq Miner

A written evaluation will be completed after the

performance.

UNIT TWO - Performing Theatre (20%)
External Assessment -You will be assessed on your
acting in a scene from a published play.

UNIT THREE - Written Examination (40%)
You will analyse one set text “Bryniau Glas
Aatgofion” — Dennis Potter as an actor, designer and
director.

You will write an evaluation of a live Theatr
herformance.

Where can | get more information?
You're welcome to talk to your teacher and see various
pieces of course work.You can visit the school’s website and

look at the Drama Department’s latest activities or view the
official site via the following link: www.cbac.couk
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http://www.cbac.co.uk/

BTEC Level | and 2-

L should | study this subject! 0,

This Engineering qualification offers students an , e
opportunity in the curriculum to learn real engineering v
skills by completing a number of challenging tasks using)"'.-"'.
metals when making products. It will prepare learners o
take partin engineering or technological work and to be W
confident in using the workshop equipment safely and ;t-'.-
successfully. The course is very suitable for pupils who .
are interested in a career in Design, Science, or -".'. A
_Engineering. S
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coursework or concrolled casks?
Students will need to complete a design and make task
| under controlled conditions at school. This task is worth
4 50% of the final mark of the course. Detailed information on
= & U the requirements Of each task will bé made available 10

=

prepare for the task ahead and used in the assessment.

n Learners are expected to complete a high quality design
| and make task based on the brief they have chosen. They

will be expected to produce the following:-
« A design prief that was developed in response to one of

the contextual challenges

,\ o ',A',' ' set by WJEC |

: ?-‘. : b\'/;"‘" A product/prototype (or prototypes) pased on the final
g 0 | design brief.

PG b " | . Additional evidence will be required, including 2 design

folio to enable learners to be assessed.
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Where can | get
more infermationt

If you would like more information you
can discuss the option with your
Engineering teacher, the Head of
Department, or Visit the following
website: http://eal.org.uk/
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Why should | study
English is a compulsory subject in KS4 aqd evgry
pupil in year 11 is expected 0 gaina qualification
in the subject. Employers, universities anq
colleges usually expect candidates to achieve a
grade C. -

this suiﬂiﬁ
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Where can | get more information!

If you want further information about the course speak to _
your English teacher, the Head of Department or visitthe \ Jon

following website:www.cbac.co.uk
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http://www.cbac.co.uk/

English(Literqt

Why should | study this

subject!

The majority of pupilsin year |1 are giventhe
opportunity t© sit English Literature GCSE where
you will experience and analysea wide range of
literary texts written across the centuries.
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your English teacher, the Head of Department of visit the

following website:www.cbac.co.uk
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Why should | study ‘thii subject!

This subject provides an opportunity for you to expand
your practical skills as well as your information and

knowledge about the principles of food science, nutrition WF“ i[ E’ | '
and healthy eating. The subject content is suitable if you ) e taugh t ﬁ
want to havea broad knowledge of food and nutrition paﬁﬁﬁc u l] n a

and is the basis for the study of A Level subjects similar to
Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition. If you do not wish to
move on to further education this course is useful for
everyday life. It is also valuable preparation if you wanta
career within the catering sector.

: u
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| subject a"¢ 2 ich are oo 2 th L
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will | need to complete coursework
or controlied tasks!

You will have to complete 2 controlled assessment tasks; one in
Year 10 and onein Year 1 1.
Assessment | : Scientific task, which includes writingareportona
practical experiment €. the use of raising agents while baking a
cake. Thetask is worth 20% of your final mark.

Assessment 2: Practical task, which includes creating 3 dishes for
specific requirements €.g suitable for an International Week.
This task is worth 40% of your final mark.

Which examination tler will | sit? sy o™

Subject s avail

ab’e from Mrs

There is only one tier to the paper.All

: on
questions on the paper will be Food ’:”Ott Or visit the GC
ComPulsory and the T nd NUtritiO SE
y will target all the fol| n pa
grades from A* to G. Al OWing w. ebsite ge on
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Why should | study this subject!

Studying Frenchat GCSE is a wise and informed

decision for many reasons:

_Itis a very useful skill;

- employersare demanding better language skills;

It enables students to study abroad as a part of
their degree;

- It provides students with many new and exciting
experiences.;

- It offers an invaluable insightinto other cultures and
traditions.

Unit 2+ Listening -
h"gher and fOU\:\

Unit 4:

B ’

Where can | get more information?
If you would like further informationyou can ask your

teacher, the head of department or visit the following
website:www.w]ec.co.uk



http://www.wjec.co.uk/

Geography is relevant to your life — it is the study of the world
around us, in Wales, Europe and the World. You will study
ty of places. You will

environmental and social issues in a varie

study a wide range of themes, as noted in the course content,

and a great emphasis is placed on developing your skills such
as problem solving and working independently. An emphasis is

placed on Yyou developing a mature understanding  of

contemporary issues SO that you appreciate the need for

sustainable development and are aware of the viewpoints of

other people.
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Where can | get more information?

rther information you can talk to your
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Why should | study this subject!

The course is interesting and you will study aspects of your

health, your rights and how different health and social care
organisations work. Health and Social Care is also a broad

based subject that can open doors to lots of different

careers in the future.
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Why should | study this subject!
| study history because | am interested in the future. (Nelson Mandela
« The lessons are lively and fun.

« Collegesand universities place great value in History as a

subject.
« You will enjoy studying
were just as clever, stupi

about the past — people from the past
d and interesting as they are today!
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Unit |: Britain 1930-19> 1 1500 - preSe“t day, is there an exam
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Where can | get more information?
If you want any further information about studying History
for GCSE please speak to your History teacher or the
Head
of Dep
also ava

ly one tieh, 8

artment, Mrs Bethan Hubbard. Further information is-
ilable from the W]EC website — www.wijec.co.uk
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Why should | study this subjec

d I
” . Stage 4, an a
' ect in Key 12 . Partment doeg not
Music is an Opt'togz‘nf: t2ljvh0 are Commlttt?d écr)\]oy P;l’wls, they will pe taught a5 5 mix:ilt S
i stu and who ability groyp, Ay |
is suitable for 8 instrument, Pupils
singing o7 p‘ayi?c?ea\‘/r;;iety of music, and
; W

listening to @

the above

What is the content of ¢t

“-‘B?ylmﬁzthis course you will have the Opportunity to

develop your performing, composition and appraisal
skills.You wi

lasting 5
his exam wil
of the fina) ma

PProx | hoyr.
I'be worth 309
rkfor the course,

to a wide variety of my
the appraisal examinati

Will | need ¢to complete

coursework or controlled tasks?

You will need to complete two compositions,

connected to the areas of study. You will also
need to complete g writ i

examin
There is one common
e

I\ pupils-
— formation?
Vhere can | get more ﬁﬂ%ﬁ::?with
Wf G:i r information, you can discuss the ma
For furthe

rtment or Vvisit
Music teacher, with the Head of D;‘fa
e : ; .wjec.co.
?cl;\): following web page: W w
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Why should | study this subject!
This is opportunity for you to follow a practical
course which asks for you 0 apply theoretical

knowledge to practical situations in order to
nd others’, performance.

improve your own, a

This course could lead you into careers in sport

as a performer, coach, referee of analyst or the
human biology aspectis good background for
careers in, €.9; physiotherapy or medicine..

I8 thep
here an exam in ¢hi
$

th
°PPortu::,Udy these Cours?@ Thiubjaﬁf?
yo to perf, You will be i re is o
) ur theoretica) | orm as a pj, be given the assess | e 2 hour exgpmi
refine tactics ang NoWledge to avale s 2 Use which o 1 0f the G aMination in to
Ove yo Create fj alsom an questj otal
also pe e)); p:Z t0(\;\/n and Othe’::e:s PFOgramm::StUl"e COr?teWn:' assess yclspi are compyjs
discussi edto d itness | o pora nowle 0
onand | evelop yo evels. Yoy wi and w, Iy issues dge of
as eadershj urc will ell-be Sins
You work with ership skills OMMunication Nowledge 'g as well asport, health
Others o improve and taCtiCaI/(:f sical ps;/oﬁ /
PerfOrman N ue eChniC I (¢ OIOg,'
ce Nces perf al faCtOr cal
) 0] S Which

iVidua, activi
ctivi
choice. ty,0ne team

course at the sam

Where can | get more information!

If you want more information you can discuss this with your Physical Education
llow the link to the appropriate web pages at www.wijec.couk

teachers or fo
) ]
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~ ' Religiouys Sfudis

Why should | study this subject!

% Many employers have a high regard for GCSE
Religious Studies.
% |t prepares you to workand d

different cultures and beliefs.
& It encourages you to listen to other people’s

viewpoints and discuss different moral issues.
It opens your mind and broadens horizons.

eal with people of

@,
**

What s the content
| ofthe course

Ask the teachers of the RE Department for more
information or you will find more on the

WJEC .
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dy this subject! §

in years 10 and

Why should | stu

ry for every one
ed so that you developan

dsothe | PAPticulgy gaep

Science is compulso

| | The course is design
ion of the world around you and

| appreciat
work that scientists do. In Biology, Chemistry and The De
Physics, you will study the ways in which science suj tab’ePat‘tment Will plac
affects you as an individual and also how it affects R S'ets, and you wij| € You int
/,9; = C,en(:e study Double

society as a whole.
You will have the opportunity to make scientific
tigationsand as 2 “\

measurements during inves
result you will develop your ability to evaluate
scientific information.You will also develop

your language and mathematical skills.

W
hat is the content of the course?

Everyone GCsE will stud

Chemistr
Y and Physics i
assessed throy ysics in

end of year |0

Y units in Biology,
mede Year |0 which are
rnal €xaminations at the

, er units in Bj

Ph S i |0,0g ) Ch i

to); s will be completed in); emistry and
second GCSE. €ar || which lead

:fiﬂﬂ I head to coimpleta
You will b vl :
€ expected to complete

a

Y
g

Which examination gler will | si€?
long with advice from

This is decided,a '
after you have tried

the departments,
ons from each of the tiers.

questi

Where can | get more information? P=

e more information from your teachers in

You will hav
are welcome to speak to

the Science lessons but you
any Science teacher for more details.




| study this subject? '\
5 wise and informed Did you RMW?

Other E
fouowmtér:;ﬁazn coyntries are now
s : policy. This entai
YINg your first language antcaiﬂst |
at least

Studying Spanish at GCSE is
decision for many reasons:

. It is a very useful skill;

rs are demanding petter language skills;

- employe
l . It enables students to study abroad as a part of
their degree; two others.
l - It provides students with many new and exciting - Alanguage GCSE
= . some \ ! Isa prerequ .
l experiences.; Al .Umversnty courses isite for
| _ it offers an invaluable insight into other cultures and primary pupils i :
; least Plis in England
traditions. ; one foreign language study at
- = 4/ I:ﬂEnglanfﬁ the study of a fo \
_ b Buage is an integral part :;lte:
e

Bac.

,/ How Is the course assassed?
mponents t0 the final asses
25% There is one oral test;
t will last between 1

rsation. The tes :
-9 minutes at the foundation level.

——

| There are four cO
| Unit 1: Speaking-
| on acard; a conve
| jevel and petween 7
| with the subject teacher.
Unit 2: Listening -25% A final axamination at the end
tiers: higher and foundation.
Unit 3: Reading ~ 25% A final exa
tiers; higher and foundation.
Unit 4: Writing- 25% A final €
tiers: foundation and higher.
Where can | get more informatdon?
n you can discuss this with your
t head or follow the link to the
wijec.co.uk

mination at the end

xamination atthe

If you want more informatio
Spanish teacher, departmen
appropriate web pages at Www.




Why should | scudy this subject

here's a chance (
ience course t o2
|e' S<zeand challenged by follonlr\cf
e tical and worthwhile subject. ©
C

be
ience works, .
You will experience 1 Sdand every day life 2nd

F cience dy and
ed to link's her study
encourafg rmed decisions about furt
make info

career choices.

In pursuing aTrip
for you to be ins
broad, coherent, pra

What is the content of the course?

Biology I: Respiration, digestion and ¢
Systems in humans. Plants and photosyn
Biology 2: Cell division and stem cells,
inheritance. Disease, defense and treatm

Chemistry 1: Atomic structure, chemi
the ever-changing Earth

Chemistry 2:Bondin

irculatory
thesis.
DNA and
ent.

cal reactions and

g and chemical reactions, metals

and their extraction. Crude oil and fuels.
Physics |I: Circuits,
Physics 2: Newton’
energy.

domestic electricity and waves.
s laws, stars, planets and nuclear

Wili | need ¢o complete
coursework or controlled
Caslsy

There is one controlled assessment task

in each of the three subjects and is worth

10% of the total mark for each. (To be
completed in Year | | )

| si€?
wWhich examination cler will | 8

( )

Where can | get more |
g Ip— B ﬂ? !
ﬁﬁl?fﬁlaz:jis), Mr Tim Hayes (Biology) \ - | 5!3{:

Mr Gari Thom

i or any other
i in Pritchard (Chemistry)
- l(a:ea:rg; sPt:ff in the science department.
mem




Why should | study this subject!
Leisure and Tourism is one of the fastest growing
industries in the world, employing over two
million people. The subject offers the opportunity
to learn about finance, advertising and managing
organisations in the industry as you undertake an
in-depth study of a number of world wide Tourism
destinations. Gaining a qualification in this
subject can lead to work in many different fields
such as a ski instructor, a holiday rep abroad a
hotel manager and many more.

wili | need to complete coursework
or controlied tasks?

You will be expected to produce a Portfolio of :
assessment evidence for two of the units that you will .
study such as Oakwood Theme Park or Cardiff and this

will make up 75% of your final mark.



http://www.wjec.co.uk/

- Welsh (language)

| study this subject?

jectand achievinga C grade or
above would be a great asset when choosing higher
education courses as well as a career. This course
will give you an opportunity to further extend and
develop your oral, reading and writing skills so that
you can use Welsh effectively and confidently in a
range of situations and on a variety of subjec

Why should

Welsh is a core sub

What is the content is there an exam |
in this subject!  —=84C

of the course!

During the course you will develop
oral, reading and writing skills. The
Welsh course will concentrate on
to respond to different reading _
various re

materials, creative writing and ;' %4 ,
’ : creatively and to corr
T You will also give a presentation and

5 take partin a group discussion voicing
your opinion on a particular subject,

worth 30%.

You will sit two written examinations

| 2t the end of your Language course,
59% each. You will be

d to gather information from
ading materials, to write
ect grammar.

how worth 3
| expecte

e@:v’iw | need te eﬁfﬂpﬁet@
rsework or controlied

There won't be any Welsh Lan

course work. guage

here can | get more information?

For further information speak to your Welsh

teacher or Head of Department. You can also visit
the following website: www.cbac.couk

Vil
Ly
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A Welsh Liferafure )

Why should | study this subject!

This is an opportunity for you to
achieve another qualification. The

e course will also give you an

Literatur
nd respond to a

opportunity to enjoy a
range of literary material.

is there an exam /w |
Voo

in ¢his subject! =84¢c

' Thereare 2 Literature

examinations, worth 25%
each, concentrating on your

" knowledge of the novel and

| j| poetry that you studied. You
P will also have an oral

examination discussing 2

What is the content
of the course!

The Literature course involves
studying 2 novel, poetry and film.

film,

Willl | need ¢
@ compl
coursework ete
or controlled tasiksy

Your teacher wi
r will guid
of Li guide you th :
invlc-pllt erature coursework Wor:l? l;%f;/Z Risces
Ves a creative task based on 3 P,°' This
ay and

writing a criti
Ique base
short stories. d on a collection of

cier will | sitt
d first term in Year
| in the subject
tier you will sit.

Whieh examination

Your work during KS3 an
10 as well as your potentia

will decide which Literature
Where can | get more information?
For further information speak to your Welsh

teacher or Head of Department. You can also visit

the following website: www.cbac.couk

Vil
Ly
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Why should | udy' t¢his subject!

Everyone must study the \Welsh Baccalaureate.
It is compulsory-

Wil | need to complete
coursework or concrolled
casks!

You will be workingin groups and by
yourself overa period of two years to Challenge — |

complete the challenges.The majority €arn about wor|q
of the work will be completed in the Matters;
classroom. The teachers will teach e ity Chal;enge
you the necessary skills so that _ MMunity proje
you can complete the challenges.

- Commuyn

| Which
der willl il

The combined outcomes of the four
components will determine whether
the Skills Challenge Certificate is
awarded at National or Foundation

level
—

Where can | get more information?

http://www.cbac.co.uk/gua|ifications/we|sh—
baccalaureate/welsh-bacc-from-ZOI5/?Ian uage id=2



http://www.cbac.co.uk/qualifications/welsh-baccalaureate/welsh-bacc-from-2015/?language_id=2
http://www.cbac.co.uk/qualifications/welsh-baccalaureate/welsh-bacc-from-2015/?language_id=2
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